Keynote Addresses: Theme – Adaptation and Transformation (Chaired by Neleema Khaitan)

Neelima Khetan:
Session on Adaptation and Transformation, 

Theme of the day, in some sense the word adaption means more about the here and now. Enabling people to cope with changes, keeping up with what is happening in the environment. Use this process to shift the change in the favour of the pour

Transformation the kind of things that come to mind is passion, dignity, respect, equality, we assume that adaptation lead to transformation. However, this is not the case. Unless you worry about the transformation adaption may not be enough to create the meaningful change we seek in the culture.

Rajiv Khandelwal: Aajeevika Bureau – lively hood, is helping reduce the hardship that surrounds, shift from rural to urban areas. The shift may be inevitable, or for whatever reason but they are inevitable. It is a small initiative. More concerned about the local changes taking place. However many issue are not just localised issue. These cross over all around the world. However, some places this shift is largely complete. However here in India we are in a state of historic transition.
Studied in Delhi undergrad, Leading rural institute. Nerma, Work looking at issues of migrant workers, capacity, skill, financial, issue etc

These regions have seen better time. They were more in harmony with what nature could provide and substance. In the last 50 years major shift have taken place.

One major shift – from rural communities being isolated, self contained to a world where they have more access, and are interdependent. The villages depended on other villages, they depend on cities, and cities depend on the rural areas.  In physical terms, what was consider remote is no longer remote. There are cell phones in harsh terrains. We can reach place easily if need be. This special impact has profound impact. This shift is taking place all around India.

Second transformation, Social transformation. Our society is patterned around being static into what you are being born into. The caste system define and limits what one can do in their life. Over the last fifty years there has been an explosion because this society is now very mobile. They are stepping out of there social confines. They are doing things unheard of fifty years ago. This is also done from a need. Its no longer possible for them to merely rely on the role society prescribes them. This stagnation is no longer the case, identities are changing, people are no longer locked into ways of life. Effects rural people very much

Third, From being a large land agrarian society to a non farm based and labour based. Natural economy. Natural resources can no longer sustain the demand. Some of it is deliberate destruction also the idea that everything is moving to the cities. The last societies were small cultivation took place farming was main. Now this is not happening. Young people are getting eased out of agriculture. Where are they getting into? They are joining the urban work force. Hoping to make up for the deficits of the rural areas. In Rajasthan the shift is not complete, the economic life is deeply linked in the urban area, where social and culture life is in the villages. This is harder. A life of poverty with dignity in rural areas is acceptable but not in urban indignity. 
Fourth, Technology. Last 10-15 years, tech defines the way people are. It is a mean to accessing development and an expression. Many of the divides that are taking place are not social and economic they are also technology divides. It is driving urban growth. It is fuelling growth in a way never seen before. Technology still has not come to the point where everything revolves around it but it is a fundamental part to those who have access and those who don’t.
Things are still in transition. It is hard to make generalization in such a vast country
What are the difficulties communities are facing at the threshold of the transition?
1. Skills. The skills that are relevant in a new paradigm. A new economy. When rural people enter the urban they are likely to stagnate and not succeed. Lots of this has to do with in ability to negotiate new terrain. New world 

2. Causalization, Prosperity and globalisation which are mean to help development creates causlization. It helps only a certain section become successful. Large numbers such as rural work force tends to remain actualised. The enforcement of labour laws, and regulations for ensuring, good working condition, minimum wages is very poor. Gov tends to look away the way the work force gets treated. It remains neglected even those is a large part.
3. Success does not come easy when they go to urban areas. We see large numbers returning. Some after many years go home and slipping right back into poverty. After spending so much time to the economy some place else, they go back to the village and look for a future. They do not know the options. But they cannot stay in the village but they cannot go back to the city. Some young 26 years have 10-12 years experience working in the cities

4. Communities. What happens to those back in the villages? Women? Children? Long term absence of men. We are becoming a society where women handle, homes, and farms. Not enough community involvement. Absence of men not only has economic but also physic and social implications. Feeling isolated, deprived. When men are missing access to certain tings becomes harder. This effects children profoundly. The schools cannot offer any meaningful reason for them to stay on.  This transformation from rural to urban cannot maintain these movements of children. Missing out the fundamental right to access of family, and education

5. High risk people are confronted with from rural to urban areas. Jobs likely to harm them in the long term. Some of the most difficult jobs are undertaken by rural workers. 
What to do? Are we happy to just observe and comment on this? Or is there a role to help manage this process more fruitfully.

Firstly, the level of understanding that things are not static anymore. Rural communities are in process of huge transformation. Much of it is concealed but being played out in real terms. Better research and knowledge that poor communities in urban and rural are in a state of flux

Secondly, investment of education. Not just to do with getting a degree or a certification, but one that empowers one to expand their choices. Making them more competitive, life skills, learning language, cultural adaptability
Thirdly, creating structures that help in making this shift with more dignity. People will no create inclusive cities and urban area. People want there work but do not want to help them with basic services.

Lastly, better laws that help people become more successful participant in the economy not just inputs where at the end of it is early retirement, but laws that help people protect their rights in this new paradigm. We must pay attention to this.

We cannot separate urban and rural anymore.
Yash Shethia: 
Social work from one of the leading school. F.E.S

We land and water resources, we restore common lands, prompting ecologically sustainable activities. FES 6 states of India 11 field teams. Watershed, village development committees, in recent year started attempting. Their poverty is leading them to exploit the forest they need to save. Work with 20 villages. Work 5000 hectares of common lands

Challenges: In recent years there has been a great shift. Much of development has focused on structure. The change is happening. In the rush of the industrial infrastructure we have forgotten about our soil, trees, and water. India has the least developed policy to deal with climate change. The real negotiation is between humans and physics and chemistry. In 85 Rajiv Ghandi said the survival is linked with the degraded forest. 
Impact of the degraded arvalis mountains. Over a period of ten years lost 40 percent of its well stocked forest. 80 percent of greenhouse comes from forest being cut. 

Significant lost of food resources and forest products, land holdings are small, less then hectare, crop diversity has declined, maize is now the major crop. Mostly grown for self consumptions. Brings in little income. Mortality rate of animals is very high so not of much value. Most money comes from distress migration. Forest that remain under tremendous pressure. 3-4 tons of fires wood a year from the forest per family. Tribal communities are in a trap. They are regret forest loss, but know they cannot continue. Community cannot create institution that can address the problem.  They need more attention. 
Professor, the aralis 12.65 percent to Rajasthan.  

Dealing with challenges. Find the willingness in all the agencies, NGO and state. Must work as a coalition. These plans we have come have not worked. We must learn how we can work together and attack the problem.

2001 earth quake, live lost, property damaged, a coalition took the lead. NGO and states worked together to harness everyone’s ability to help. They implanted a remarkable way of dealing with the problem. This was a coalition from a variety of people. They are committed the development of the area. We need people to start working together not just coming together. Jointly address the issue at hand.

Save the Aravalis campaign. It comprised of many individuals, district of the first, chief minister.  3 branch plan to help drawn up. This was also presented to the prime minister. There was success, it did not sustain for long but it did come together.

The strength and energy that need to be harnessed. If you’re tying to improve the areas. 

---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- Question & Answer ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- 
Expand the real choices to the poor, make migration a process not one of distress but if it happens it is of choice not force. How can you expand the choices when someone decides to migrate. 

Rural and urban are not longer separate. The line between the exploited and the exploiter are not so clear. How do you take action? From where do you take action?
Certainly there is something in the development paradigm, something is asking all of us to look at the paradigm of development is leading much to be desired. 

Population control???

With regards to population are you looking at the issue as if it were always increasing? Can we look 

State of Flux. 

What is the right way for us to peruse? 

Poverty leads to exploitation and so does over population? What is our reasonability with regards to population and adaptation?

Social operation. Looking for something better from what the are leaving behind. Here there was dignity in poverty so they were seeking a new way of new wage. Creating dignified choices. Population is not an issue because it is about allocating resources? 
Where does the power lay? Powerful and Powerless is unclear? Who hols the power changes hand depending on the context, situation, and clear?

